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Social-economic bearing capacity, a new perspective to
interpret regional development: Maqu county of
Gannan state as an example

YANG Bin, GAO Xincai, CAO Zijian
(School o f Economic, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract; Regional development depends on not only natural resources and ecosystems, but also the
social and economic systems which gradually become stable in the process of the long-term
development. According to it, the paper proposes a new concept of the social-economic bearing
capacity. Based on the main socio-economic activity entities (government, enterprises, communities,
families) , the paper builds a basic research paradigm, and subjects typical Maqu county of Gannan to
empirical analysis. The research shows that the social-economic bearing capacity of Maqu county
continuously increases with fluctuations after the reform and opening-up, but the bearing capacity of
Magqu county obviously declined after the year 2000. This phenomenon deserves social focus.
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Fig. 2 Brief explanation of the social-economic bearing capacity
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Tab.1 Index system of the social-economic bearing capacity
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Tab. 2 The main indexes of Maqu county’s social-economic bearing capacity (%)

Ei gD 1990 4 1994 ¢ 2000 4 2004 4E
FAAAKE 1.41 0.61 0. 65 8.38
FHARE 1.69 0. 63 0.73 0.71
INEEAZER 58.23 40. 46 71. 44 88. 60
S/ EREA 4.47 5. 94 1.88 1. 66
Bh/EAR 0.33 0.34 0. 20 0.18
REXH/KEBRA (—) 57.71 92. 46 76.19 110. 40
BRPH /3T RS R 30. 20 27.24 34.10 32. 39
RNBERROBRER (5 13.70 12. 88 44.39 29. 60
SO T/ B A 0. 30 3.21 5.78 4.47
B AR /W BORA 1. 69 12.02 3.34 3.76
SEHLE 3.74 8.57 13. 40 23.44
BEER 33.33 66. 67 86. 11 86.11
Bl BER (—)? 17.10 15.10 29. 40 16. 40
BaFBiE 24.85 50. 67 57.41 49. 67
BAs 2 FHANE R 15. 88 32.96 53.44 32.06
R EBEHA/GDP 0.06 0. 02 0.01 0
% =7=/GDP 11. 74 39. 24 59. 11 76.75
SERETRLE 65. 32 64. 86 68. 40 62. 85
AERRHIULRE (5 16. 67 33.33 25. 00 33.33
ARBEHERE 85. 70 82.10 86. 00 63. 00
AR S E 100 33.33 100 100
FRERKREREMK (—) 66. 67 200 0 66. 67
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Tab. 3 Maqu county’s social-economic bearing capacity
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Fig. 3 Overall evaluation of Maqu county’s social-economic bearing capacity
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