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A second-order accurate numerical approximation for
Caputo fractional derivatives

HUANG Fenghui
(School of Sciences, South China University of Technology, Guangzhou 510641, China)

Abstract: This paper proposes a second-order accurate algorithm for Caputo fractional derivative based
on the numerical algorithm for the fractional Riemann-Liouville integration. The method can be
considered the generalization of the three points formula for the first-order derivative. Two numerical
examples are given to illustrative the effectiveness and the convergence order of the method.
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1.1 X

—HR, AMIAEHEN B HERSE XEHER ., FEARBSEEARGS N HRE S, 45
B AR RN E X WA AR, EEA Riemann-Liouville, Weyl, Reize, Caputo, Compos % &
X, FHES X BE ARG B RSB E X,

EX1 Bpue R, TR f(2), >0, HEFRFELE p>p, f1(2) € CO0, o), HF f(x) =
2 f1(z), MAREE f() BTZEHEC,; HHMNY f(x) € C, i}, f(») BTZERCr, m € N.

X2 #F fx) €C,, pu=—1, M a>= 0 K Riemann-Liouville 5353 & XA

Jof(z) = %‘z)ﬁ(x—y)”_lf(y)dy, «>0, 2> a,

Jof(x) = flx).

FEFIM, X a=0HRF, fE Jif(x) = J*°f (x). Riemann-Liouville 73X RE FHAE T —EH R,

D JJbf(x) = J5Ef (2, 2) JaJbf () = JEJof (o,
a _ _ F(7—|— ].) o aty @ ar (ax)k
D Jilxz—a) = Tt +D -I—y—l—l)( ), 4) Jee xziI‘(a—l—k-i—l)
_ (— D*(ax)* _ (— D*(ax)*?!
5) Jecos(az) = x* E Tat2e+1)’ 6 J*sintaz) = a* E Tat26+2)°

A 7 Riemann-Liouville 738 4B F B R TES WICHR 7],
EX3 R f() € Cyyme N, EX a B Caputo 535 FHH

ﬁj (=™ " (Ndy, m—1<a<m,

D flo =Tl @] =4, 1
f(x) y a=m.

WA, X a =08}, Hic.Ds f(x) = D4 f(2).
EX 4 HEE f(2) € C,, p=>—1, &XH o B Riemann-Liouville 534X F 5k

D f(x) = %[sz(x)] - % [ﬁj =7 fdy | m—1<a<m).

52 FEm—1<a<m, B f(x) € C, FHi& D f(x) FTE, A

m—1 s f(k) (@)

LD f(x) = D5 f(x) + E m. (2)

1.2 BB R2 ik

BEEASBNERS . MR, FAEREMIELRMEN Abel B4R, URESHEMRIETF
IR AR, HOREE IR WBUIE 7 KM Riemann-Liouville 148 F, LUBICH™ 24t T —
EHE REER, HP—MEAZHEE, BIFMEN R B, AT EBAH, B4, IEEMEHE,
B a=0, HEARDER,

iﬂl m%:?iﬁ‘“"]) iﬁf(x)ECZEO, T]’ xk=kh,h=T/N,mU
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[Jef (@) 1(x) = D) ajuf(x)) +E;(fs hy @)
j=0

Hr,
k—D—(k—a— Dk, j=0,
ajp = I,(;Lw{(k—j—I—l)“H—Z(k—j)“ﬂ—l—(k—j—l)”H, 1<<j<<k—1,
19 ]Zk,
IE;(fs by ) |<o | £/ 1l (@)®h? = ORD), ¢, 5 o BREEE.
H: Yo=10, R2BERBIREMBEEAR.:
M-1
[ f@rde = BLA@ + £® +23 0T+ 0, 23 = at b, h= b—@/My k=0, 1, =, M.
a k=1

B, R2 Bk UBEREMHE AKX,

2 Caputo # ¥ M SEHE{EIEIR

2.1 BEEHAANR

B Caputo 75BN X 3, IR R2 BIEFT LSRN T 3R Caputo MEM FE W T (FE
EE1IP, o Am—a B, FHF BUD.

2 B () e 0, Tlym—1<a<m, %z, =k, h=T/N,

[D £ 1) = F(m"_i’";rz){m— D™ — (k—m+a— DE1f™ (20) 4+ £ () +
=1
SV —j+ D — 2k — )™ H + (h—j— D™ (2} + Ep(f> hy @ (3
j=1

;iqj’ | Ep(f, ks @) |< Crr—a ” f(m+2) ”oo(xk)m_“hz = O(h?), Cm—a %'—30( ﬁ%%ﬁﬁo

RGBT RETTER, X Q) PEENIBOTUA—LEREHTE (RTET 2R B
BETREZGRE, THEL <o AR, N m=1, X 3) FHRENTALK—BIH
FIRAMT Z M S

—3f(xo) +4f () — f(xz)

£ (x) = L oMy, @
) = f(xH)_“ﬂz‘zH)Hfm)+o<h2>, E>2 (5)
Fap = L&) — ) | ggey, 1<i<t—1, )

2h

Feolth, 4o=18, AXBUB—MIEHN=REER 5.

H4b, XFF Riemann-Liouville 38 34, BIEE S Caputo 2B FHWRER (2), WLIHEE
xR B EEIEE R, XEAZITE.
2.2 WEBE BBl IA

RBAETT B A R X s, BT EEMRT RN RBCRFETRMERED., XE R
0<a<<1 WIEH, BXX ) #W—HERHERAZHELESRX (X L ~RK 6)] B#. B, F
H TR WEES REE R RIS, WEHE »=1 4K FHE.

PAEBH 1. ZBEH f(2) = E,(—2), p AGEENER. BB S TR GIED &

Caputo 25 M SE I E XTI LAY . D°E, (—2*) = 2°E 1, (—2*) _I‘(fi__aa) , HPE, ;(2) i Mittag-
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Leffler B, EHINTREEAE L.

E. () = E N%m’ a>0, 3>0.

k=0

RRHs, E, . (2) = E,(2).

RIGWT o«=0.5 WAREK h fly TREIRZME, HR 1TLUFEH. N TFARM o, HXTHR
ZHEE A K b B/NTB/D, BIFERS, AR —-SWETENREE, BRTRESERK LHXRE,
WME 1R, ERWRIRE AT, 1=2.5. BRA/INAF « RETEKESHETREN LR,
SN y=2x WEZL ., HE 1T LEL . AR BET, EXREXNESLERIKREAELRRLE,
HE5y=2zHEZLVT, RUFTERZHREHREE, B | Ex(f, k, o) |= OGD).

xR1 AEAHK h THERE

Tab.1 Absolute errors varying with step A

h | En(fs hy 0.5) | (u=2.0) | Ep(fy k, 0.5) | (u=3.5) | Ep(fs h,y 0.5) | (u=16.3)
0.1 0. 000 647 304 870 06 0. 001 082 029 069 89 0. 000 019 356 100 03
0. 05 0. 000 234 928 148 24 0.000 371 820 401 56 0.000 011 954 872 95
0.01 0. 000 013 424 837 22 0. 000 020 222 890 64 0. 000 000 961 951 63
0. 005 0. 000 003 598 329 595 0. 000 005 370 950 47 0. 000 000 272 069 27
0. 001 0. 000 000 156 905 360 0.000 000 231 643 458 0. 000 000 012 605 61
0.000 5 0. 000 000 039 996 080 0. 000 000 058 905 831 0. 000 000 003 254 42

‘4 T T T T T
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Fig.1 Errors as a function of the time step
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R2H/WTAFERK b Mo THREIIREM, WH oa=—2, b=1. BHR2ALFD. X TFTARK
a, HEXTREMELRK b BBU/NGEN, BITERE, B2 MR TIRESER R KRER, KPPy
ANBABER, «=0.5. BEAHIAAR o, 6 BUETHREEMNRENRR, LLRUR y=2x BEZK.
mME2AUES: ¥TARMAEKEHR (o), EXREMNPES PRI BEHYIELXR, HS

y=2z FHELFVT, RUTER-HGESHEE, B | Ex(f, hy o) = OGD).
R2 TRASKTESBNIBMEIRE

Tab. 2 Absolute errors varying with various step h

h

0.1 0.5 0.7 1
0.10 0. 008 214 953 837 30 0. 005 959 040 649 52 0. 002 865 000 736 21 0. 006 209 368 761 43
0. 05 0. 002 357 069 672 77 0. 001 807 929 623 13 0. 001 027 750 988 95 0. 001 449 319 949 93
0. 025 0. 000 629 252 002 00 0. 000 499 372 303 88 0. 000 309 004 896 24 0. 000 350 043 213 33
0.012 5 0. 000 162 491 957 29 0. 000 132 105 432 16 0. 000 086 497 122 80 0. 000 086 009 523 65
0. 006 25 0. 000 041 287 514 58 0. 000 034 171 219 98 0. 000 007 876 799 63 0. 000 021 316 811 39
0. 001 0. 000 001 071 710 59 0. 000 000 912 090 06 0. 000 000 300 586 901 0. 000 000 541 746 04
0. 000 5 0. 000 000 268 293 36 0. 000 000 229 669 36 0. 000 000 082 659 080 0. 000 000 135 342 02

A5, ERTHRSINZFH BN RS WEE T EY, RA LBREERX Caputo M EH S5
RH—FMEILTE, XB, BEERSK ) #THE, AX2MRERETERK (o) = >+

sin(°)7E & = 0.5 BT Caputo SV SHME, 3 L UHIEIR 2 MOTRKRE S HK h LRI LK,

2

HAPBIRE NI LR, «=0.3. HE 3 ATLIAH. X 3 RZHKS, BERT LEEREE
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Fig. 2 Errors as a function of the time step
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Fig. 3 Comparison of the relationships between error and time step of the two methods

i
G T —FEUESRAF Caputo M FEH BT k. BEWHALERERAT 0<e<<I W KK

B, A, Xo=18, FERUI-MBHRN=REREEEX 6. A5, ZITERTLIHE
I AR BE B Riemann-Liouville 25 ¥-$5k .
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